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Hawks have depth, experience in 2025
 UHS 2025 schedule

AUG. 29   at Musselman, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 5     PARKERSBURG SOUTH, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 12  at Buckhannon-Upshur, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 19  at Wheeling Park, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 26  FAIRMONT SENIOR, 7 p.m.
OCT. 3      at Butler (Pa.), 7 p.m.
OCT. 10   CONNELLSVILLE (Pa.), 7 p.m.
OCT. 17   SPRING MILLS, 7 p.m.
OCT. 24   at Preston, 7 p.m.
OCT. 31   MORGANTOWN, 7 p.m.
NOV. 7     OPEN

** Home games in caps

2024 results (4-7)

SEPT. 6       L     at Parkersburg South, 49-20
SEPT. 13    W   vs. Buckhannon-Upshur, 49-0
SEPT. 20    L     vs. Wheeling Park, 35-22
SEPT. 27    L     at Fairmont Senior, 49-7
OCT. 4       W    vs. Butler (Pa.), 17-13
OCT. 11    W    at Connellsville (Pa.), 31-13
OCT. 18     L     at Spring Mills, 34-6
OCT. 25    W    vs. Preston, 42-35
NOV. 1       L     at Morgantown, 49-7
NOV. 8       L     vs. Oak Hill, 34-28
NOV. 23    L     at Huntington, 56-28Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

University High receiver Hayden George (11) goes up for a catch last season against Buckhannon-Upshur.

UHS plans to benefit with new offensive coordinator, older players
BY ERIC HERTER
For The Dominion Post

As a math teacher, Eric 
Snyder is good at solving 
problems.

It was only natural for 
him to look at the 2024 
University High School 
football team and realize 
there were problems to 
solve.

Snyder, in his second 
year at the helm of  the 
Hawks’ program, made 
changes following a 4-7 
season that saw UHS drop 
a first-round playoff  con-
test to Huntington.

“During the season last 
year, you don’t really have 
time to think about what 
is going on,” Snyder said. 
“In the offseason, you can 
think about what is going 
on. We have to fix things 
so we can win more 
games.”

One of  the big fixes for 
the Hawks is just going 
to be that they are a year 
older. Last year, UHS re-
lied heavily on its sopho-
more and freshmen class. 
In 2025, those kids are all 
bigger, stronger, and fast-
er. UHS only lost three 
starters from a year ago 
as well.

Snyder has also made 
changes to his coaching 
staff. Last season, Snyder 
was the offensive coordi-
nator. This year, he has 
turned those reins over 
to former WVU assistant 
coach Dustin Lawless 
who has a wealth of  ex-
perience at the college 
and high school level and 
was also a Marine. Justin 
Hensley is going to be the 
defensive coordinator this 
year for the Hawks.

“This is the first time 
since 2008 that I haven’t 
had a coordinator po-
sition as far as varsity 
goes,” Snyder said. “It’s 
different, I’m trying to see 
where I fit in myself. I am 
overseeing and floating 
around and making sure 
that I touch base with all 
the different positions of  

the ball.”
Another problem for 

UHS last year was at 
quarterback where inju-
ries and some inconsis-
tent play forced Snyder 
into playing three differ-
ent signal callers. Snyder 
said he is hopeful that 
good health with the im-
provement of  senior Jack 
Byrer and junior Harri-
son Helbig will allow se-
nior Glenn Brown to stay 
at wide receiver.

Currently Byrer and 
Helbig are battling for 
the starting position, and 
Snyder said it is a close 
battle between those two 
in deciding who will be 
behind center on Aug. 29 
when the Hawks open at 
Musselman.

UHS did find a play-
maker at running back in 
2024 as Brody Kehler led 
the team in rushing as a 
freshman. Marcos Kniska 
will also see some time in 
the offensive backfield as 
he adds some thunder to 
Kehler’s lightning.

“Brody is bigger, and 
he is faster,” Snyder said. 

“He has really focused on 
football in the offseason 
after winning a state title 
as a wrestler. I think he is 
going to be very dynamic 
for us.”

The offensive line 
returns three players 
with experience Ayden 
Downey, a senior, is back 
at center while fellow se-
nior Ryder Hastings will 
play left guard and soph-
omore Luke Padula is 
back at right tackle. They 
are joined by freshman 
Keenan Brown at right 
guard and junior left tack-
le Luke Braham who has 
grown out of  his wide re-
ceiver position at 6-foot-6 
and 245 pounds.

“I really feel like we 
are a completely different 
team than we were last 
year,” Downey said. “I 
think our coaching staff  
really has us locked in for 
this year. We have been 
putting in the work and I 
think we are going to be a 
lot better this year.”

Glenn Brown is back at 
wide receiver after spend-

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Eric Snyder enters his second season as University 
High’s head coach, but has relinquished his duties as 
offensive coordinator.

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

University High’s Kaleil Lewis (80) is one of three returning starters in what expects 
to be a deep receiving corps for the Hawks this season.

SEE HAWKS, PAGE 5
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3 PLAYERS
TO 

WATCH

Brody Kehler (RB, Soph.): Kehler was the leading rusher for UHS last season with 103 car-
ries for 469 yards and seven touchdowns. After winning state titles in wrestling and track, 
Kehler will return in 2025, destined to match his success in other sports. Expect to hear his 
name early and often.

Kaleil Lewis (WR, Jr.): Lewis, like Kehler, is also a tri-sport athlete and performed very well on 
the basketball court and track for the Hawks. He caught 28 passes in 2024 for 217 yards and 
a score. Lewis is just one of a number of wideouts at the Hawks’ disposal.

Marcos Kniska (LB, Sr.): Kniska has made a name for himself since stepping on the field 
on Baker’s Ridge. With a cerebral approach, Kniska is one of the smarter players in the state 
and leads the UHS defense both vocally and by example. If the Hawks’ defense wants to be 
successful, Kniska will be one of the reasons it happens.

From limbo to shock to development

BY ERIC HERTER
For The Dominion Post

A lot can happen in three 
years.

University High 
School senior Marcos Kniska 
knows that all too well.

It was three years ago that he 
was preparing for his sopho-
more football season at Trinity 
Christian.

The night before the first 
practice, three years ago, the 
Warriors program decided not 
to play football.

That decision put Kniska 
in limbo with a sport he was 
growing to love.

“I knew the coach over there, 
Jason White, and he had a 
tough decision to make,” UHS 
head coach Eric Snyder said of  
that day in 2022. “Coach White 
knew that if  they had one prac-
tice and then folded later in 
the year, those players would 
be stuck at Trinity without 
a football team. He made the 
decision the night before that 
first practice to give the kids 
a chance to go to a different 
school and play.”

Kniska and his family live 
in the UHS school district. 
That first year, his sophomore 
season, he was allowed to play 
football for the Hawks while 
still attending Trinity.

Flash forward three years 
and Kniska is one of  the top 
linebackers in the state. He is a 
senior and attends UHS.

“I really didn’t know what 
I was going to do three years 
ago,” Kniska said. “Coach 
White had some connections 
with coach Snyder, and he 
messaged him about me. I took 
coach White’s advice about 
playing football at UHS.”

It has turned out to be some 

of  the best advice Kniska ever 
received and also a great fit for 
the UHS football team. Last 
year, as a junior, Kniska earned 
Class AAAA honorable men-
tion all-state honors.

Since his move from Trini-
ty to UHS, Kniska has been a 
three-year starter on defense, 
and he also provides some 

thunder in the Hawks’ offen-
sive backfield as a change of  
pace running back.

“It was a big shock that first 
day of  practice (three years 
ago),” Kniska said. “I saw all 
those kids and I loved it. There 
was a lot more time for compe-
tition and I thought that made 
me a much better player.”

One thing that wasn’t a shock 
for Kniska is that he was able 
to produce right away even af-
ter jumping up to Class AAAA 
football. He said he was confi-
dent in his ability, and he knew 
after the first day of  practice 
that he belonged on the field.

Snyder said he wasn’t sur-
prised that Kniska was able to 

produce right away. The work 
ethic and skills were there 
from day one.

“He wasn’t the strongest guy 
or the fastest guy on the field, 
but he was very clever with 
how he approached things,” 
Snyder said. “He had a really 
good base from working with 

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Marcos Kniska (27) is a three-year starter at University High and was named Class AAAA honorable mention all-state last season.

Marcos Kniska was forced to adjust on the fly, now a leader at UHS 

HAWKS
FROM PAGE 2

The Dominion Post file photo

Marcos Kniska reacts after making a play during his freshman season at Trinity.

SEE KNISKA, PAGE 9

ing time at quarterback 
last year. He is joined by 
Kaleil Lewis, a 6-4 junior, 
who has big play ability 
along with Luke Byrer, 
Kyle Weaver and Hayden 
George.

“We have five or six 
guys that we can rely on 
at wide receiver,” Snyder 
said. “We have a nice ro-

tation with some excel-
lent depth.”

On defense, Kniska an-
chors a defense from his 
linebacker position that 
struggled at times last 
year after allowing 33.4 
points per game.

“We are going to work 
more as a unit,” Kniska 
said. “We are taking it 
personally on defense 
and we have a whole new 
intensity.”

Braham is back on the 

defensive line after miss-
ing most of  last season 
along with Padula and 
Gavin Stone. Keenan 
Brown will also join the 
defensive front as a fresh-
man. There is also some 
depth with Waylon Fowl-
er and Deuce Williams 
in the mix at defensive 
tackle.

Joining Kniska at line-
backer is Downey along 
with Jaedyn Katchur 
and Roman Konchesky. 

The defensive backfield 
includes Katchur seeing 
some time along with 
many of  the wide receiv-
ers and Kehler. Khalil 
Coleman is back on the 
team and will see time 
as a defensive back after 
not playing last season. 
George is also back after 
leading the team in inter-
ceptions.

“We are going to shock 
a lot of  people this year,” 
Kniska said. “I am confi-

dent about that.”
Special teams are going 

to be a strength for the 
Hawks as senior punter 
Jimmy Gregg has com-
mitted to play at Syra-
cuse, Brady Goodenow 
will handle the kicking 
duties and Braham is the 
long snapper.

“Jimmy is an athlete 
back there,” Snyder said. 
“He’s fast, you don’t see 
that too much, but he 
can run, and he’s gotten 

stronger. You look at him 
and think he should play 
linebacker, but I would 
like to keep my job and if  
I get my Division I punt-
er hurt playing defense it 
would be trouble.”

University opens its 
season on the road with 
a 7 p.m. contest against 
Musselman on Aug. 29. 
The Hawks home sched-
ule kicks off  on Sept. 5 
when they host Parkers-
burg South.
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(304) 441-2447 
16583 Veterans Memorial Hwy

Kingwood, WV 26537

10537 Veterans Memorial Hwy.
Masontown, WV

(304) 864-5295
Jerry L. Field - LIC, Director, Owner

Jennifer L. Field - Business Manager, Owner
Denise Howdershelt - Director

www.FieldFuneralHome.com
Locally Family Owned and Operated

105 Highland Ave. - Tera Alta, WV
(304) 789-2291
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105 Highland Ave. - Tera Alta, WV
(304) 789-2291

Good Good 
Luck Luck 

Knights!Knights!

Good Good 
Luck Luck 

Knights!Knights!
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GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON!GOOD LUCK THIS SEASON! From Our Team to YoursFrom Our Team to Yours

First Greene Mortgage Corporation, dba First Greene Mortgage, is a wholly owned subsidiary of First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Greene County.

NMLS# 
458729

Suncrest Morgantown•Market Place Bridgeport
Your home is the heart of what we do!

Looking for a New Home Turf?Looking for a New Home Turf?
Complete a mortgage pre-qualification or apply for a 
mortgage loan, and start your end run toward home 

ownership. Get started online, or visit us today!

www.fgm.bank

 PHS 2025 schedule

AUG. 29   at Hampshire, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 5     at North Marion, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 11  at Fairmont Senior, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 19  ROBERT C. BYRD, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 26  at East Fairmont, 7 p.m.
OCT. 3      WOODROW WILSON, 7 p.m.
OCT. 10   OPEN
OCT. 17   BRIDGEPORT, 7 p.m.
OCT. 24   UNIVERSITY, 7 p.m.
OCT. 31   at Buckhannon-Upshur, 7 p.m.
NOV. 7     ELKINS, 7 p.m.

** Home games in caps

2024 results (3-7)

AUG. 30     L     vs. Hampshire, 41-34 (2OT)
SEPT. 6       L     vs. North Marion, 41-7
SEPT. 13    L     vs. Fairmont Senior, 48-3
SEPT. 20   W    at Robert C. Byrd, 28-7
SEPT. 26   W    vs. East Fairmont, 48-20
OCT. 4        L     at Woodrow Wilson, 35-7
OCT. 18     L     at Bridgeport, 57-7
OCT. 25     L     at University, 42-35
NOV. 1      W    vs. Buckhannon-Upshur, 47-7
NOV. 8       L     at Philip Barbour, 49-28

Knights excited to show off improvement
PRESTON HIGH

THE SENIORS

PHS has strength in backfield, offensive line

Cassidy Roark/The Dominion Post

Preston receiver Aiden Schmidl returns after catching 15 passes for 445 yards last season.

BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
MGriffith@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD -- There 
may not be another team 
coming off  of  a 3-7 season 
that is more excited to get 
back out on the field this 
year than Preston High.

Despite the record 
last season, the Knights 
showed significant com-
petitiveness week in and 
week out. Two of  their 
losses came by one touch-
down and the three wins 
they earned were against 
solid opponents in East 
Fairmont, Robert C. Byrd, 
and Buckhannon-Upshur.

Returning senior quar-
terback Slaton Manko 
was one of  the breakout 
stars around the state in 
2024 and leads the Knights 
once again for their 2025 
campaign. Manko indi-
vidually amassed over 
2,100 yards of  total offense 
and 27 total touchdowns 
last season. Against East 
Fairmont, Manko tallied 
over 500 yards and four 
touchdowns in a 48-20 
domination of  the Bees.

Manko, along with 
some of  the other return-
ing players that head 
coach Mark Deep and his 
staff  are excited about, is 
entering the season exud-
ing confidence. His head 
coach says that resonates 
throughout the team, and 
it all starts with his se-
nior signal-caller.

“I think the whole com-
munity is excited for this 
season to start,” Deep 
said. “It goes through the 
whole team. Everything 
really starts with Slaton, 
with his confidence and 
what he did last year. 

His attitude resonates 
through the roster, and it 
gives the rest of  the kids 
a bit of  a boost when they 
see him playing as hard 
as he does. We are eager 
to see where our line is 
at, also. We had only one 
senior and a bunch of  
underclassmen. This sea-
son, we have a senior and 
a bunch of  juniors, and 
our starting center is re-
turning after missing last 
season.”

Junior Brayden Miller 
missed last season and 
will return in the mid-
dle of  the offensive line 
for Manko and the PHS 
offense. Juniors Max 
Huggins, Jayden Liven-
good, and Hayden Cole 
join Miller, along with 
the lone senior up front, 
Gavin Martin.

Senior Hunter Lewel-
len and junior Blake Jen-
nings will see most of  
the carries in the back-
field, but Manko can also 

use his legs effectively. 
Lewellan is currently re-
covering from a small in-
jury but should return for 
the Knights’ Week 1 open-
er against Hampshire.

“We are talented in 
many different areas and 
can take advantage of  an 
all-around game,” Deep 
said. “First and foremost, 
we have to control the 
line of  scrimmage. That’s 
where the game starts. 
We have some weapons 
out there, and we believe 
that as these guys gain 
more experience each 
week, they will be a force 
at the skill positions.”

Senior Aiden Schmidl 
returns after a successful 
junior campaign with 15 
catches for 445 yards in 
seven games last season. 
He averaged 29.7 yards 
per catch, and 15 of  his re-
ceptions went for touch-
downs. Kash Jenkins and 
Easton Hayes will also 
be options for Manko. 

Sophomore Malik Powell 
picked up a small injury 
during camp but aims to 
be back for the Knights as 
soon as possible.

The Knights begin the 
2025 calendar with three 
consecutive games on 
the road. They’ll travel 
to Hampshire County 
in week one, aiming to 
avenge a 41-34, double 
overtime defeat last sea-
son in Kingwood.

Two trips to Marion 
County follow in weeks 
two and three as PHS 
visits North Marion and 
Fairmont Senior.

The Knights will wel-
come Robert C. Byrd 
to Kingwood for the 
home-opener on Septem-
ber 19 before traveling the 
short trip back down I-79 
to visit East Fairmont.

Three straight home 
contests begin in October, 
as Beckley, Bridgeport 
and University High visit 
PHS. The Knights close 
on the road at Buckhan-
non on Halloween, then 
at home against Elkins 
on Nov. 7.

“It’s a daunting sched-
ule,” Deep said. “We have 
to be ready every game 
and every play. I think we 
will be more competitive 
than we were last season. 
Hampshire in the first 
week is a big one for us. 
Then we play two real-
ly tough teams in North 
Marion and Fairmont 
Senior. There’s no time 
for us to hit the brakes 
whatsoever, and we need 
to be focused every single 
week.”

The Dominion Post file photo

Preston head coach Mark Deep is entering his fifth sea-
son with the Knights.

Cassidy Roark/The Dominion Post

Preston students cheer on the Knights in a game 
against Buckhannon-Upshur last season.

PHS football represents community pride
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
MGriffith@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD -- It’s 6:55 
p.m. on a Friday evening 
in the fall.

Warmups are over. 
The marching band has 
played the National An-
them. Your team is ready 
to take the field in front of  
its home crowd that has 
filled the stadium and the 
student section, giving 

you the prideful feeling 
of  putting on the jersey 
and doing battle for your 
school, community, and 
county.

Players feel that rush 
of  emotions every single 
play on a Friday night. 
But what about the other 
side of  things? The fans, 
family, and friends who 
come out to support the 
team every Friday night? 
What does it mean to them 

to have a team to support 
that represents an entire 
county?

That’s exactly the feel 
in Kingwood at Preston 
High under the lights on 
Friday nights during the 
high school football sea-
son for the ones sitting in 
the stands.

Preston is the only high 
school in the county and 
it doesn’t take long to un-
derstand just how much 

all athletics mean to the 
ones who live there and 
support the school.

“I think athletics is one 
of  those things that can 
truly bring a community 
together when it comes 
to high schools,” long-
time PHS supporter Rick 
Myers said. “It’s such 
a wonderful thing to go 
out on Friday night on a 

SEE PRIDE, PAGE 9
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Michael Ogden
Senior Health Advisor
Call 304-449-5560 
mogden@bostbene� ts.com
cilellainsurance.com

Michael Cilella
Senior Health Advisor
Call 304-449-5560
mcilella@bostbene� ts.com
cilellainsurance.com

Helping Seniors in WV, PA, MD, OH, VA, MI, IN, FL, NC, SC, GA, MO, AZ, TX

BOST Benefits is not associated with Medicare, Social Security, or any other governmental agency. Medicare has neither 
reviewed or endorsed this information By contacting this number you will be directed to a licensed and certified sales agent.
No obligation. We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. 

Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

ARE YOU TURNING 65?

Since 1999, we have been providing insurance to individuals, families, and businesses in Morgantown, West Virginia 
and the surrounding cities. We are pleased to be an independent agency, which partners with over a variety of insur-
ance companies. This has allowed us to shop for our clients and find the best, most affordable policy for them. It’s an 

easy experience for people and businesses since we do the work in getting a multitude of quotes!
We can help you find the right plan for your unique situation.

Individual & Group Health • Life Insurance 
Dental • Vision • Diability Insurance

AFFORDABLE MEDICAL PLANS
For Individuals Under 65, Families & Businesses

Specializing in Medicare Solutions

•  Loss of Employer Coverage
•  Free reviews of your current prescription
 plan - call for an appointment
•  No Cost Consultation

•  Understanding Medicare 101
•  Turning 65 
•  Free cost analysis of your current coverage
•  What to do if you are new to Medicare

We can help:

QUESTIONS?NEED HELP?CALL TODAY!

3 PLAYERS
TO 

WATCH

Slaton Manko (QB, Sr.): Simply put, Manko is the top player to watch in 2025. If the Preston 
Knights want to win games, they need Manko to perform at an elite level, which is his capabil-
ity. After 27 touchdowns and over 2,000 yards last season for PHS, Manko returns with a chip 
on his shoulder and a clear goal in mind.

Aiden Schmidl (WR, Sr.): Manko needs someone to throw the ball to to be successful and 
Schmidl is one of those guys who can help out. Schmidl caught 15 passes last season but 
went for 445 yards and four touchdowns, playing only seven games. 

Hunter Lewellen (ATH, Sr.): Lewellan was arguably another breakout player for PHS in 2024. 
With contributions on offense and being the third-leading tackler on defense, Lewellan can be 
a player who will continue to get better and help the Knights win some games.

Hunter Lewellen looks to make a difference at Preston

BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
MGriffith@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD – Every 
team has a player on the 
roster who opponents may 
forget to list on the scouting 
report, but who is a player 
that can single-handedly 
make the plays necessary 
to help his team win games 
every week.

That perfectly describes 
Preston High School foot-
ball senior Hunter Lewel-
len, who returns in 2025 ea-
ger and prepared for a full 
season after only appearing 
in five games in 2024.

A contributor on both of-
fense and defense, Lewellen 
carried the ball 17 times in 
the five games he appeared 
in, for 95 yards. He was the 
fifth-leading tackler on the 
team with 29, averaging 5.8 
per game.

Lewellen approaches 
2025 healthy and ready to 
elevate his role in positive-
ly impacting the team.

“My main focus this off-
season was getting stron-
ger, faster, and smarter on 
the field,” Lewellen said. “I 
worked on improving my 
conditioning, speed, and 
football IQ, so I can make a 
bigger impact this season. I 
want to help our team win, 
improve my stats a bit from 
last year, and set the tone 

Senior looks to 
be healthy after 
injury issues

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Preston High’s Hunter Lewellen (26) hauls in a reception against North Marion last season. SEE PRESTON, PAGE 9
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We hope it has been a wonderful summer and you are all ready
to kick off an engaging and exciting new school year.

MCS Student Attendance Requirements 2025-26
Monongalia County Schools values student success, and regular student attendance is the 
foundation of an exceptional education. Regular Attendance is de� ned as being physically 

present at least 95% of the time, engaged in the educational process. Even excused absences 
keep a student out of school and unengaged with learning, so excused absences do count 

against Regular Attendance. Be aware that a parent or guardian note for excused absence must 
specify a valid excused absence reason listed in the MCS attendance policy 5200. 

The following excused absence re asons are summarized from state code 
(https://code.wvlegislature.gov/18-8-4) and MCS Policy 5200

(https://go.boarddocs.com/wv/mono/Board.nsf/Public)

•  Absences that result from school-approved curricular/co-curricular activities; failure of the bus to 
run/hazardous conditions, SAT Plan, IEP or 504 Plan, and other Board-approved excused absences

•  Personal illness or injury of the student*

•  Personal illness or injury of the student's parent, guardian, custodian, or family member, with a 
reasonable explanation for the student's absence caused by the illness or injury in the family*

•  Medical or dental appointment with valid written excuse from physician or dentist

•  Documented chronic medical condition or disability that may require multiple or regular absences

•  Participation in homebound or hospital instruction due to an illness or injury or other 
extraordinary circumstance that warrants home or hospital con� nement

•  Documented disabilities consisting of any mental or physical impairments documented annually 
with a valid physician's approved and reviewed quarterly by the SAT, IEP or 504 team

•  Calamity, such as a � re or � ood*

•  Death in the family*

•  Judicial obligation or court appearance involving the student with of� cial documentation

•  Military requirement for students enlisted or enlisting in the military with of� cial documentation

•  Observation of a religious holiday or attendance at approved religious instruction

•  Contagious or parasite conditions: contact the school nurse

*When absence notes are submitted by a parent or guardian, without additional documentation 
from a quali� ed professional, excused absences are limited to a total of ten (10) for the entire school 
year. If the student’s absences exceed two (2) days, the absences shall be unexcused unless written 
veri� cation from a physician supports a longer time period.

Unexcused Absences: Any absence not speci� cally included in the de� nition of an excused absence 
will be unexcused. This includes out of school suspension and students unable to attend school due to 
not having the required immunizations. At the secondary level, class periods missed will count as an 
appropriate fraction of the day and will be used when calculating the total number of days absent.

Make-up Work: Any absence results in missing learning, and it is not possible to fully make up for 
missed time and engagement. However, students will have the opportunity to make up graded work 
missed due to absence. Students will have 2 days per day of absence to submit make-up work, up to 
a maximum of 6 days from the student’s return to school. Teachers may, at their discretion, extend the 
deadline for make-up work beyond 6 days. Students are expected to work with their teachers if more 
time is needed. When possible, students should obtain make-up work prior to their absence.

Tardiness: Monongalia County believes that preventing student tardiness is very important and 
will serve students well throughout student and work life. Helping students acquire the habit of 
promptness requires positive preventive measures as well as appropriate consequences. Therefore, 
each student is responsible for addressing reasonable prevention of student tardiness. Unexcused 
tardies will also be used when determining total unexcused absences as follows: Elementary/Middle/
High School: Five tardies equal one day of absence

Homebound: Absences incurred during homebound schooling will be assessed as follows: For each 
day of homebound schooling that is an unexcused absence 2.5 days of absence will be assessed to 
the student.

Academic Recovery Days: To encourage Regular Attendance and to provide academic assistance 
to students who will bene� t from it, one day of each semester will be designated as an academic 
recovery day at each high school. These days will be immediately before or after the student 
comprehensive exam days for that semester. Students may be exempted from physical attendance on 
academic recovery days if they meet both quali� cations:

1)  They have Regular Attendance for that semester (5 or less days, excused or unexcused); and

2)  They have a grade of C or better in each class.

Exempt students will be recorded as “Elsewhere” for attendance purposes, or may decide to attend to 
improve their grades or learning.

On academic recovery days, students will engage in one or more of the following, at their teachers’ 
discretion:

•  Completing make-up assignments for grade and content recovery;

•  Completing additional projects or assignments to � ll knowledge gaps;

•  Reviewing for comprehensive exams;

•  Other activities of academic value.

*Chronic absenteeism - missing 10 percent or more of school days due to absence for any reason-
excused, unexcused absences and suspensions - can translate into students having dif� culty learning 
to read by the third grade, achieving in middle school, and graduating from high school. (Attendance 
Works) As a result, Monongalia County Schools is committed to reducing student absences for any 
reason. Students missing more than 18 days (out of 180 school days) are chronically absent and are at 
high risk of negative educational outcomes. Students should strive to miss less than 5 percent (9 out 
of 180 school days) to best prepare them for academic and social success.

Welcome Back 
Monongalia County Students!

The full policy can be read at 
http://boe.mono.k12.wv.us/.

Please take the time to read this policy in its entirety. 
Should questions arise, please direct them to the 

Director of Attendance, 
Teddy Stewart, 

MCS Attendance Of� ce at 
(304) 291-9210 ext 1547  
Attendance/Homeschool

coach White. We just fine 
tuned some things at 
UHS.”

This season, Kniska 
is expected to anchor a 
UHS defense that strug-
gled at times last season. 
The Hawks allowed 33.4 
points per game last year 
on their way to a 4-7 re-
cord and a first-round 
exit in the state playoffs.

Snyder said Kniska 
has become a more vocal 
leader for the Hawks so 
far in 2025.

“Last year, I still wasn’t 
very familiar with every-
one on the team,” Knis-
ka, who also sports a 4.6 
GPA, said. “I see more op-
portunities to be a leader 
this year. I am trying to 
be more vocal.”

Kniska has also turned 
his focus to playing just 
football after spending 
his first two years play-
ing soccer, basketball, 
baseball, and track while 
also enrolled at Trinity.

He also is focused on 
playing at the next level. 
While he currently does 
not have any scholarship 
offers, he has been in 
contact with Davidson 
and some Ivy League 
schools including Penn, 
Cornell, and Brown. He 
said his goal is to play 
Division I football at a 
good academic institu-
tion where he hopes to 
study finance.

The move to attending 
UHS has also afforded 
Kniska the chance at 
taking more Advanced 
Placement courses. He 
took six of  those during 
his junior year and has 
plans on taking more this 
year – including Snyder’s 
AP Calculus class.

“I have only heard 
good things about him 
as a student,” Snyder 
said. “I wouldn’t expect 
anything different. He’s 
a phenomenal kid to 
coach. He challenges 
his teammates out there 
and makes them tougher 
mentally – he really is a 
good leader.”

KNISKA
FROM PAGE 5

nice evening in Septem-
ber or October and see 
the bleachers full of  
people you know. You 
see all these kids you’ve 
watched grow up over 
the years. It’s great to 
see so many people in the 
community coming out 
to support the kids, re-
gardless of  the season’s 
progress. The individual 
towns in our county are 
divided, but the athlet-
ics at PHS is something 
that really can bring ev-
eryone together to rally 
around.”

With Preston Coun-
ty covering 653 square 
miles, it’s not uncom-
mon for students who 
live on the edge of  the 
county line to decide to 
go to school elsewhere, 
often Tucker County or 
a school in Monongalia 
County.

“It’s not always easy up 
here in Preston,” Chad 
Manko, father of  PHS 
starting quarterback Sla-
ton Manko, said. “That’s 
something I always try 
to remind Slaton and his 
friends and teammates. 
We face challenges that 
other schools and areas 
don’t encounter, such as 
the county’s size and hav-
ing only one high school. 
These kids get to repre-
sent the high school, of  
course, but they also rep-

resent the entire county 
of  Preston and everyone 
who lives here. That’s 
something we try to get 
every kid on board with. 
It’s like the old motto, 
‘Play for the name on the 
front of  the jersey and 
not the back.’”

Chad says he has seen 
a positive shift in the cul-
ture of  Preston athletics 
in recent years.

“Really, with Slaton’s 
group and the ones be-
hind them, they’ve really 
taken hold of  the mean-
ing of  having a culture,” 
he said. “We’ve had our 
struggles in team sports 
because of  numbers. It’s 
not often that a team we 
play against has fewer 
players on their sideline 
than we do. But that’s 
sort of  become the iden-
tity of  the program, and 
that’s just part of  it. I 
think this is the first 
year in a while that 
our senior class is dou-
ble-digits.”

The Knights open the 
2025 campaign on the 
road in the opening three 
weeks of  the season. 
Still, you can bet that 
despite being away from 
home, the PHS support-
ers will travel well and 
be there for their team 
and waiting for Week 4 
when the Knights take 
the field in Kingwood 
for their home opener 
on September 19 against 
Robert C. Byrd.

PRIDE
FROM PAGE 7

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Preston High has one of the top quarterbacks in the 
state this season with senior Slaton Manko.

for the younger guys on 
how to prepare the right 
way.”

As one of  an experi-
enced group of  seniors, 
Hunter says leading by 
example is what he feels 
is his best trait.

“I lead by example,” he 
said. “I’m going to show 
up every day ready to 
go, ready to get to work, 
and push my teammates 
to match that effort and 
that energy. I’m vocal 
when I need to be, but I 
also think it’s important 
to let your work speak for 
itself  at times.”

Lewellen had been bat-
tling a minor injury com-
ing into camp, but has 

been fully cleared for 
contact and is working 
his way back into game 
shape.

“I’ve been focusing on 
conditioning and explo-
siveness,” he said. “I’ll 
gradually increase my 
contact work in prac-
tice so that I’m ready to 
go 100 percent when it 
matters most. I’m most 
excited to play my senior 
year with my brothers 
and make memories we 
will never forget, espe-
cially under the Friday 
night lights.”

“We need to stay disci-
plined, trust each other, 
and execute every single 
play,” he continued. If  
we play as one unit, I tru-
ly feel that we can beat 
anyone that we come up 
against.” 

PRESTON
FROM PAGE 8
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W E E K LY  S P O R T S  P O D C A S TW E E K LY  S P O R T S  P O D C A S T

Tackling sports topics:
Football, Basketball, Baseball 

and Everything in Between

Starting
auguSt 28

Justin Jackson, The Dominion Post sports editor, and
Matt Ameri, former Morgantown High School and WVU football player

Found on Spotify, YouTube and www.dominionpost.com every Thursday

Sponsored by WVU’s Erickson Alumni CenterSponsored by WVU’s Erickson Alumni Center

Matt Ameri
Former Morgantown High School and WVU football player

Justin Jackson
The Dominion Post Sports Editor



Thursday, August 21, 2025     THE DOMINION POST   High School Football     D-1



D-2     THE DOMINION POST  High School Football     Thursday, August 21, 2025

With Mountain Line

Ride free on all local routes. Sign up for your pass 
today at busride.org/high-school-program or 
call 304.291.RIDE

Download our Bus Finder Mobile App. 
Available on the app store for Android and iOS.

 MHS 2025 schedule

AUG. 28   PARKERSBURG, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 5     at Jefferson, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 12  HEDGESVILLE, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 19  at Connellsville (Pa.), 7 p.m.
SEPT. 26  SPRING MILLS, 7 p.m.
OCT. 3      at Wheeling Park, 7 p.m.
OCT. 10   at Martinsburg, 7 p.m.
OCT. 17   PARKERSBURG SOUTH, 7 p.m.
OCT. 24   OPEN
OCT. 31   at University, 7 p.m.
NOV. 7     MUSSELMAN, 7 p.m.

** Home games in caps

2024 results (8-4)

AUG. 30     W   at Parkersburg, 24-13
SEPT. 6       L     vs. Bridgeport, 49-0
SEPT. 14    W    at South Charleston, 63-0
SEPT. 20    W    vs. Connellsville (Pa.), 21-7
SEPT. 27    W    vs. Buckhannon-Upshur, 49-6
OCT. 4        L     at Wheeling Park, 14-7
OCT. 11     L     vs. Martinsburg, 51-14
OCT. 18    W    at Parkersburg South, 28-14
OCT. 25    W    at Hedgesville, 45-7
NOV. 1      W    vs. University, 49-7
NOV. 22   W    vs. Woodrow Wilson, 35-10
NOV. 29    L     at Spring Mills, 14-7

MHS on a fresh start after quarterfinal run

THE SENIORS

The Dominion Post file photo

Sean Biser enters his sixth season as Morgantown High’s head coach. He led the 
Mohigans to the second round of the state playoffs last season.

MORGANTOWN HIGH
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Lockett
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Prutilpac
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Arrowsmith
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Blunt

Clifton
Shreves

Drew
Stahara

Blake
Buffington

Teon 
Scott Jr.

Isaiah
Thompson

Carter
Cooper

Jayden
Smalls

Matthew
Hennige

Kaden
Tolliver

Rhys
Wells

Carsin
Lawhun

Ze’von 
Shipman

Benjamin Powell

MHS running back Rhys Wells breaks free against Martinsburg last season.

Mohigans sport a mix of experience, youth in 2025
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
MGriffith@DominionPost.com

The Morgantown High 
football team saw its 2024 
season end in the Class 
AAAA quarterfinals to 
state runner-up Spring 
Mills, 14-7, and while the 
loss is something his team 
could use as motivation 
coming into 2025, head 
coach Sean Biser says the 
game isn’t something he’s 
even brought up to his 
team since the defeat.

“Honestly, we haven’t 
really talked about last 
year,” Biser said. “I don’t 
know that we’ve brought 
it up one time, because 
all those guys graduated. 
This team is a whole new 
team, a new make-up. In 
all my experiences, one 
thing I’ve learned is that 
every year is different. 

Every team has its own 
personality. Last year was 
last year, and we have to 
worry about this group 
and how they’re going to 
progress as a team.”	

MHS has a senior class 
of  20 players with some 
returning starters. Biser 
says something that ex-
cites him about his team 
the most is the mix of  vet-
erans with some up-and-
coming players who have 
emerged in the summer.

“We’ve got some very 
talented kids,” he said. 
“We have some size up 
front, and the best part is 
we have competition, es-
pecially on the defensive 
side of  the ball. Everybody 
has different skill sets as 
well. Some guys may have 
a little more speed or be a 
little stronger, but the big-
gest thing is that they can 

make plays. You’ve got to 
be able to make plays.”

One of  the players who 
will be looked upon to be 
a playmaker for the Mohi-
gans is sophomore quar-
terback Maddox Twigg.

Twigg missed half  of  
last season with an injury 
and played in a two-quar-
terback system, but he en-
ters 2025 healthy and has 
solidified himself  as QB1 
on Wilson Avenue.

Twigg picked up his 
first Division I offer from 
Marshall over the sum-
mer and could be one of  
the breakout stars of  2025 
in the state.

“In the past, the teams 
I’ve coached haven’t al-
ways had a guy who could 
go back and sling it 25 
times a game,” Biser said. 
“And maybe we did, but 
we didn’t have the wide-

outs to match. I think you 
need to assess the talent 
at your disposal and see 
what you do. Now, I think 
we are a little bit of  both. 
With Maddox back there, 
we can spread the field a 
little more and do some 
more things with our of-

SEE FRESH, PAGE 3
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3 PLAYERS
TO 

WATCH

Maddox Twigg (QB, Soph.): Twigg will lead the way for the offense in 2025 and should make 
a ton of noise this season. The Mohigans will adapt their offense to fit Twigg’s style of play, 
as he touts a strong and accurate arm. Twigg will contend for a first-team all-state and could 
possibly be a player of the year candidate. 

Isaiah Thompson (RB, Sr.): Thompson was the third-leading rusher last season for MHS. 
Thompson carried the ball 63 times for 241 yards and five touchdowns. He will likely see his 
carries double this year, and he has the speed and vision to make an impact.

Zaiden Lockett (ATH, Sr.): Lockett is a name that has been gaining traction each year since 
he joined the Mohigans’ program. He caught only eight passes in 2024, but totaled 204 yards 
and four touchdowns. Lockett also carried the ball six times for 43 yards. Defensively, he was 
fourth on the team in tackles (55) and can be one of the better shutdown defensive backs.

Cooper does a little of everything for the Mohigans

BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
MGriffith@DominionPost.com

M
organtown High 
senior Carter 
Cooper could best 
be described as 

somewhat of  a Swiss-Army 
Knife for the Mohigans on the 
gridiron.

Serving in all three phases 
of  the game a season ago, 
Cooper, a senior, returns this 
season for MHS after an im-
pactful and productive junior 
campaign that culminated in 
second-team all-state defen-
sive honors for defensive back 
in Class AAAA.

He finished 2024 fifth on the 
team in total tackles (54), with 
23 of  them coming solo, earn-
ing an interception and forc-
ing a fumble. Cooper only al-
lowed receivers he defended to 
catch four passes last season.

During the offseason, Carter 
says his focus was on doing the 
little things right to get better 
over time.

“This offseason was all 
about getting stronger and 
faster, and getting interest 
from colleges through camp 
workouts,” Cooper said. 
“What excites me most about 
this year is that it’s my senior 
season, and while I accom-
plished the goals I set during 
the offseason, I’m not satisfied 
whatsoever.”

On top of  his defensive ef-
forts for the Mohigans last 
season, Cooper was just as 
productive on the offensive 
side of  the ball as the team’s 
leading receiver and returner 
on special teams.

Cooper caught 20 of  the 

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Morgantown High’s Carter Cooper (right) attempts to break a tackle against Connellsville (Pa.) last season.

He’s a shutdown corner, return specialist and Mohigans’ leading receiver

fense.”
Twigg will have a num-

ber of  receivers at his 
disposal, such as Carter 
Cooper and Keltin Blunt. 
Cooper was a second-team 
all-state selection in Class 
AAAA in 2024.

“We obviously bring 
back some great experi-
ence with guys like Carter 
Cooper,” Biser said. “But 
some of  the younger guys 
have really shown what 
they can do. Owen Young, 
Tanzer George, and Bren-

dan McCutcheon are a 
few of  those guys who 
have stepped up. In the 
backfield, we have Isaiah 
Thompson, who has some 
playing experience but 
is now having to step up 
into a bigger role.”

Thompson was third 
on the team for rushing 
attempts in 2024, and will 
be joined by Rhys Wells 
and Zaiden Lockett in the 
backfield.

The Mohigans also 
return an experienced 
line on the offensive and 
defensive sides. Seniors 
Blake Buffington (6’2, 

270), Ze’von Shipman (6’1, 
290), and Brayden Parks 
(6’4, 325) lead the way up 
front. Fellow senior Drew 
Stahara (6’3, 245) and ju-
nior Konnor Mott (6’4, 
315) round out the experi-
ence in the trenches.

“That’s where football 
starts. We like to modern-
ize it today, but you can’t 
play football if  you’re not 
physical,” Biser said. “And 
then it comes down to fun-
damentals. Doing the little 
things right to make the 
larger goals attainable. 
Finishing blocks, coming 
off  the ball, pad level, all 

those things. It all starts 
up front, and you’ve got to 
win up front to be success-
ful on the football field.”

MHS will open its 2025 
journey, at Pony Lewis 
Field, to welcome Park-
ersburg at 7 p.m. on Aug. 
28. It’s the annual WVS-
SAC Kickoff  Game pre-
sented by the West Virgin-
ia Army National Guard.

The Mohigans will get 
their first taste of  life in 
the EPAC with a road trip 
to Jefferson in week two, 
before returning home to 
host Hedgesville.

MHS will host Spring 

Mills on September 26 to 
avenge last season’s quar-
terfinal defeat.

Biser and crew will 
travel across town to Bak-
er’s Ridge on Halloween 
for the Mohawk Bowl, 
aiming to capture their 
fifth in a row, before clos-
ing the regular season 
with Musselman in Mor-
gantown.

“It’s a brutal schedule,” 
Biser said. “You don’t 
look at one team on that 
schedule and think we 
have it easy whatsoever. 
Realistically, we could 
start the year 5-0, or we 

could start the year 0-5, or 
1-4. I think the move was 
necessary to play more 
teams in that area, partic-
ularly to compete against 
schools in Quad-A. Along 
with those EPAC schools, 
you throw in Wheeling 
Park and Parkersburg 
and Parkersburg South, 
it’s going to be a tough 
grind every week, and we 
need to be prepared for 
a season where we can’t 
stop to take a breath or 
exhale, we have to keep 
pushing and keep that 
mentality of  staying fo-
cused.”

FRESH
FROM PAGE 2

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Morgantown’s Carter Cooper was a second-team all-state selection last season.SEE COOPER, PAGE 5
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team’s total 56 passes last 
season, for 299 yards and a 
touchdown. He returned 
17 kickoffs for 366 yards 
for an average of  21.5 per 
return. He averaged 13.4 
yards, returning 19 punts 
for 256 yards.

After his offseason pro-

gression, Cooper could 
be a dangerous threat on 
special teams for MHS op-
ponents who kick to him.

“I ended up maxing my 
bench press at 305 and my 
fastest 40-time at camp 
was 4.5,” he said. “I also 
received a few offers and 
some close attention from 
several other schools, so 
the pressure is off  a lit-
tle on that side of  things. 

I can stick to focusing 
on doing what I need to 
do to help my team win 
games.”

Cooper has been a mem-
ber of  the varsity squad 
for MHS for the past two 
seasons, and says that ex-
perience gives him even 
more confidence heading 
into his senior year as a 
leader of  the team.

“Last season, I think 

I came into it knowing 
what to expect for the 
most part,” he said. “This 
year will be year number 
three, and now I’m a se-
nior and shouldn’t have 
many surprises. I know 
what to expect, even play-
ing some new teams this 
season.”

On a roster with a 
heavy senior-class pres-
ence, Cooper says he be-

lieves the Mohigans have 
what they need to be suc-
cessful this season and 
reach their goals.

“We have a ton of  ex-
perience at all the po-
sitions,” he said. “We 
just need to stay focused 
on the task at hand and 
leave it all on the field 
every single game. As I 
enter my senior season, I 
am expected to lead both 

vocally and by exam-
ple, both on and off  the 
field. I have a couple of  
goals this year, including 
earning defensive and 
offensive recognition, 
which I know can only 
be achieved by not taking 
days off. Overall, I want 
to help my team have a 
successful season and a 
promising postseason.”

COOPER
FROM PAGE 3

In the trenches: Shipman an anchor on MHS D-line
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
MGriffith@DominionPost.com

In modern football, our 
focus is often on the play-
ers with the ball in their 
hands every single snap, 
like the quarterback, 
running back, and wide 
receivers, as they are the 
ones providing the scor-
ing and most of  the high-
light plays we all love so 
much.

But what about the 
guys up front? The ones 
in the trenches whose 
job it is to simply move 
the person across from 
them out of  the way for 
those players making a 
highlight throw, catch, or 
run. Or the ones whose 
job is to stop those play-
ers? Those are the players 
who are often forgotten 
about when the band is 
playing the fight song af-
ter a touchdown.

Morgantown High 
School defensive lineman 
Ze’von Shipman is mak-
ing sure he makes enough 
noise up front for every-
one to take notice.

A returning senior cap-
tain in 2025 after earning 
an all-state Honorable 
Mention for Class AAAA 
last season, Shipman 
will be a key piece of  the 
defensive puzzle for the 
MHS line.

While many players fo-
cus on getting faster and 
stronger in the offseason, 
Shipman wanted to focus 
on more technical aspects 
of  his game.

“My main focus this 
offseason was my foot-
work,” he said. “Making 
sure I’m balanced and im-
proving my pass-rushing 
is something I’m working 
on as well. Getting to the 
quarterback more will 
be big for our defense. I 
believe this team has the 
potential to bring home 
a state title as long as 
we keep putting in hard 
work every day and strive 
for perfection.”

The 6-foot-1, 280-pound-
er finished seventh in to-
tal tackles for MHS last 
season with 44. Eight of  
those came as a tackle-
for-loss to go along with a 
sack and a fumble recov-
ery, committing only one 
penalty all season.

“To be honest, I felt like 
I came up short of  what I 
was capable of  last year, 
both on and off  the field,” 
Shipman said. “This year, 
my key to success is to 

remain hungry and to 
never let myself  become 
content with anything. 
My goal is to be the most 
dominant player in the 
state and aim to break the 
MHS sack record.”

The changing land-
scape of  the Mohigans’ 
schedule with the transi-

tion to the Eastern Pan-
handle Athletic Confer-
ence (EPAC) is something 
Shipman says is more 
than welcome.

“I’m excited to play 
all of  the teams on our 
schedule,” he said. “As 
long as we play to our 
ability, I know we are able 

to as a team, I truly know 
that we cannot lose, no 
matter who is on the oth-
er side of  the ball.”

Another senior leader 
on an experienced MHS 
roster, Shipman, embraces 
the responsibility weigh-
ing on his shoulders.

“I know I’m one of  

those players who sets 
the standard and leads by 
example,” he said. “I hold 
my teammates account-
able if  they skip a rep, 
miss a tackle or an as-
signment, etc., and I hold 
myself  to those same ex-
pectations. At the end of  
the day, football is a team 

sport, and the only way 
to reach your goals is to 
have great communica-
tion and chemistry both 
on and off  the field. If  we 
stick to who we are and 
work hard every single 
day, game, and play, we 
can accomplish our goals 
this season.”

‘TO BE HONEST, I FELT LIKE I CAME UP SHORT OF WHAT I WAS CAPABLE OF LAST YEAR, BOTH ON AND OFF THE FIELD.’
Ze’von Shipman

Morgantown High defensuive lineman

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Morgantown High defensive lineman Ze’von Shipman had 44 tackles last season and eight tackle for losses.
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GOOD LUCK

CEE-BEES!

Pre-Owned VehiclesPre-Owned Vehicles

The #1 Trusted Name in The #1 Trusted Name in 
Pre-Owned VehiclesPre-Owned Vehicles

Waterfront: 304-381-2933Waterfront: 304-381-2933
525 Don Knotts Blvd. Morgantow, WV 26501 525 Don Knotts Blvd. Morgantow, WV 26501 

Sabraton: 304-241-1956Sabraton: 304-241-1956
1425 Earl L Core Rd. Morgantow, WV 265051425 Earl L Core Rd. Morgantow, WV 26505

Sabraton Service:Sabraton Service:
304-554-2240304-554-2240

20 Hartman Run Rd. Morgantow, WV 2650520 Hartman Run Rd. Morgantow, WV 26505

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Clay-Battelle defenders gang up on a Weirton Madonna ballcarrier last season.

Cassidy Roark/The Dominion Post

Clay-Battelle running back Caleb Hall (left) rushes the ball against Tygarts Valley 
last season.
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Customized coverage
for peace of mind.
Warranty Your Way™-choose the 
protection that works best for you.†

• Peace of mind with parts and labor 
 options for complete system coverage.
• Customized options-you decide 
 what’s right.
• Easy registration right from your phone.

Ask about our seasonal
Lennox offers!

 C-B 2025 schedule

AUG. 29   at Cameron, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 5     FRONTIER (Ohio), 7 p.m.
SEPT. 12  VALLEY WETZEL, 7 p.m.
SEPT. 19  OPEN
SEPT. 26  at Gilmer County, 7 p.m.
OCT. 3      MEADOW BRIDGE, 7 p.m.
OCT. 10   at Richwood, 7 p.m.
OCT. 17   RIVER VIEW, 7 p.m.
OCT. 24   SHERMAN, 7 p.m.
OCT. 31   OAK GLEN, 7 p.m.
NOV. 7     MAGNOLIA, 7 p.m.

** Home games in caps

2024 results (5-5)

AUG. 30     W    vs. Hundred, 44-6
SEPT. 6       L      vs. Madonna, 28-8
SEPT. 13    L      at Valley Wetzel, 33-7
SEPT. 20    W     vs. Trinity, forfeit
SEPT. 27    L      vs. Tygarts Valley, 13-12
OCT. 4        W    vs. Hancock (Md.), 41-13
OCT. 11     W    at Meadow Bridge, 34-28
OCT. 18      L     vs. Cameron, 47-0
OCT. 25     W    at Beallsville (Ohio), 49-6
NOV. 8       L      at Magnolia, 14-12

Cee-Bees putting right pieces in right places
CLAY-BATTELLE

Colton
Cheney

Tysen
Price

Josh
Wilson

Braden
Ponceroff

Cooper 
Statler

Tyler
Sleeth

Cooper 
Peyton

Tre 
Huggins

Jaxon
Huggins

Colt
Sandy

Cameron 
Mercer

THE SENIORS

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Aaron LaPoe is heading into his second season as Clay-Battelle’s head coach after 
going 5-5 in his first season.

Cassidy Roark/The Dominion Post

Clay-Battelle defensive back Tysen Price (11) makes a stop against Hancock (Md.) last season.

C-B has more depth, athletes to start 2025
BY MARK SCHRAF
For The Dominion Post

BLACKSVILLE – When 
it comes to prioritiz-
ing the development of  
a high school football 
team, Clay-Battelle’s 
second-year head coach 
Aaron LaPoe learned a 
valuable lesson during a 
coaching clinic this off-
season.

“’Players, formations, 
plays’ – in that order,” 
he smiled during the 
Cee-Bees’ media day. “It 
felt like it took us – me , 

really – about half  the 
season to correctly eval-
uate our players’ talents 
and get them in the right 
situations for them to 
be the most successful. I 
think coaches can get ob-
sessed with dreaming up 
new plays and forget to 
focus on getting players 
where they need to be. 
With a full year in place, 
there are definitely fewer 
questions about person-
nel this year, and that’s a 
good thing.”

And that includes an 

infusion of  talent from 
former rival Hundred, 
whose school was re-
cently consolidated, and 
LaPoe has been especial-
ly appreciative of  how 
smooth the transition has 
been.

“Zero issues,” he 
smiled, “And that’s a trib-
ute to all the kids. I give 
them all the credit in the 
world, because having 
your school consolidated 
is hard, a very abrupt, 
tough change to navigate. 
But they’ve all stepped in 

and have been receptive 
and open to everything 
we’ve asked of  them, be-
cause I think they’re cut 
from the same cloth, you 
know? We’re all from the 
same part of  the state, so 
the culture is similar for 
sure.

“And right from the be-
ginning,” he continued, 
“our senior leaders, espe-
cially Braden Ponceroff  
and first-team all-state 
standout Kooper Statler, 
have realized that these 
are good athletes, good 

football players that can 
help us win. We saw that 
during the four 7-on-7 
competitions we did this 
summer, a lot more than 
usual. It helped us evalu-
ate and come together as 
a team. And with 29 kids 
out this season, we need 
all the able-bodied good 
football players we can 
find. We’re all Cee-Bees at 
this point, for sure.”

Now that the coaching 
staff  has a solid handle 
on their players – de-
scribed as a group by La-

Poe as “historically fast 
for Clay-Battelle, at every 
position on the field” – 
the next challenge has 
been to determine what 
offensive and defensive 
schemes to concentrate 
on installing and perfect-
ing this year.

“Last year, we want-
ed to run an offense that 
featured the fullback and 
tight end, but we couldn’t 
fill those positions,” La-
Poe admitted. “Now we 
can, and with our team 

SEE RIGHT, PAGE 8
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3 PLAYERS
TO 

WATCH

Kooper Statler (OL/DL, Sr.): Statler earned his way onto the Class A all-state first-team de-
fense last season with his spectacular effort for the Cee-Bees. With a more experienced roster 
of players like Statler this season, the Cee-Bees can make some noise. Statler will be one of 
the main components if that happens.

Braden Ponceroff (WR, Sr.): Ponceroff began 2024 as the starting quarterback for C-B, 
but after returning from an injury, he switched to wideout and impacted the game even more.

Corey Coen (QB, Jr.): Coen took over under center for Ponceroff and earned the right to stay 
as the starter after strong performances down the stretch. Coen had a productive offseason 
and should build on his 2024 campaign.

speed and skill position 
talent, we are optimistic 
about what we can ac-
complish. Speed is such 
an essential weapon. On 
defense you can prevent 
teams from turning the 

corner on you when run-
ning wide, and basically 
pursuit of  the ball is the 
key. Offensively, we hope 
to be able to leverage the 
Calebs (Hall and Sno-
dgrass) in the running 
attack and Ponce and our 
other receivers to spread 
the ball around and make 
defenses have to choose 

what to stop. Actually, for 
us, the ‘spread offense’ is 
finding a way to ‘spread’ 
the ball around and get 
every playmaker a chance 
to make an impact. It’s a 
good problem to have, for 
sure.”

So, as the 2025 season 
approaches, the goals for 
the Cee-Bees remain as 

always – with a bit of  a 
scheduling twist.

“I think we have a 
playoff-ready schedule 
in place this year,” La-
Poe insisted. “We have 
two Class AA teams, 
plus other playoff  teams, 
plus Cameron, who lost 
in the State title game. 
We have seven home 

games as well, which is 
a big advantage for us. 
There is no doubt that 
our schedule will chal-
lenge us this season, and 
whether we win or lose 
games – which is often 
something that is beyond 
your control – how we re-
spond to those challenges 
will define our season. If  

we confront and battle 
hard, if  we stand up and 
fight as a team, I think 
we have every chance to 
make the playoffs, host 
some games, and make it 
to Charleston. That is our 
goal, and it will always 
be our goal as long as I’m 
here, and we are ready to 
get after it.”

RIGHT
FROM PAGE 7

New (old?) position, same leader

The Dominion Post file photo

Clay-Battelle’s Braden Ponceroff (right) is moving back to receiver this season after playing quarterback in 2024.

Ponceroff still a C-B commander after switching back to WR from QB
BY MARK SCHRAF
The Dominion Post

BLACKSVILLE – A high 
school football team is a fami-
ly. And every family needs good 
leadership, and the right kind 
of  leadership to fulfil its poten-
tial.

In senior receiver Braden 
Ponceroff, Clay-Battelle head 
coach Aaron LaPoe knows he’s 
got a great leader who instinc-
tively knows the right way to 
lead.

“When I was his age,” the 
former C-B standout running 
back admitted, “my concept 
of  leadership was, ‘I will lift so 
much weights and work out so 
hard in the offseason that I will 
be able to break 11 tackles on 
every carry and tote the whole 
team on my back on every play.’ 
Kind of  messed up, right? I 
wish now that I had then what 
comes naturally to Braden, 
because I swear he leads this 
team like a Fortune 500 CEO.”

When asked for examples, 
LaPoe lit up, quickly ticking 
off  several vital contributions 
Ponceroff  has made both on 
and off  the field.

“This offseason, Braden, 
who has elite hands for a re-
ceiver, has worked out with 
dedication, putting on at least 
15 pounds of  muscle,” he said, 
“But, he also found a way to 
bring a pile of  teammates with 
him every time. He’s made sure 
kids got rides, and he doesn’t 
just pound away at his own rou-
tine. He helps the younger guys 
with their technique, encour-
aging and including them. That 
is so important for the culture 
of  a team, and it’s second na-
ture with him. Same thing with 
incorporating the new players 
we’ve inherited from Hundred 
(after its consolidation). He 
welcomed those kids into our 
family immediately, made sure 

they became Cee-Bees right 
away, and it has helped our 
team tremendously.

“He also has been willing to 
sacrifice and be receptive to 
whatever we’ve asked of  him,” 
LaPoe continued. “Last year, 
we asked him to play quarter-
back, even though that wasn’t 

really a position he had expe-
rience with or interest in. But 
he’s such a smart kid, who al-
ways knows every position’s 
assignment on every play, and 
he’s such a great athlete, so it 
was an obvious move to make 
that change.”

Ponceroff’s response?

“’Sure, coach - whatever it 
takes to win,’” the senior stand-
out recalled. “I hadn’t really 
thought about QB before – play-
ing wide receiver has always 
been my passion – but you do 
what’s needed to help the team 
win. I’m glad I’m back at receiv-
er this year, but I know for sure 

that playing quarterback has 
really helped me understand 
the offense as a whole and my 
position in particular. I have a 
much better concept of  catch 
zones and catch windows and 
route running and timing in 
the passing game. I feel like it’s 
really helped me improve as a 
football player as well as im-
proving our offense as a unit.”

When asked about his leader-
ship role with the influx of  new 
players, Ponceroff  typically 
focused on the ultimate goal – 
winning games.

“We knew these guys were 
talented athletes,” he said of  
the Hundred transfers, “from 
playing against them – they 
beat us my sophomore year, and 
always played us tough – and it’s 
been an easy transition to wel-
come them in as brothers. And 
they’ve quickly been learning 
our system, plus a couple guys 
have stepped up and volun-
teered to switch positions to fill 
needs. That’s the kind of  team-
first approach that we want to 
always have at Clay-Battelle, 
and it’s just huge for us.”

Ponceroff  sees staying 
healthy and execution as keys 
to the Cee-Bees success this 
season.

“We are so fast on defense, 
it’s really hard to beat them 
in practice,” he laughed. “But 
that’s a good thing for our of-
fense, because we hopefully 
can translate those tough prac-
tice reps into positive results 
in games. Our coaching staff  
schemes plays and installs 
them in practices to prepare us 
for Friday nights, and with the 
talent we have in place, I see no 
reason why we can’t go far.

I can’t believe I’m a senior 
already,” he concluded with 
a smile, “so we want to make 
this year special and become 
the best team we can be. And I 
think we can be pretty good.”

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Braden Ponceroff said he is looking forward to playing receiver again after starting last season as the 
Cee-Bees quarterback.
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GAMES TO WATCH

Road to state playoffs go through these key matchups
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
MGriffith@DominionPost.com

New and old opponents 
await our area schools 
in 2025, and I have a few 
matchups that stand 
out amongst the rest on 
the upcoming schedule. 
From Week 1 road trips 
to the Mohawk Bowl on 
Halloween, there’s plenty 
of  action in store for the 
upcoming WV prep foot-
ball season.

August 29, 2025: 
Clay-Battelle at  
Cameron

You may wonder why 
this game is on my radar, 
given that Cameron was 
the state runner-up last 
year and has held the up-
per hand in the series re-
cently. However, I believe 
Clay-Battelle can still 
turn this game into a win 
for the team, even if  they 
lose. In previous seasons, 
the Cee-Bees and Dragons 
typically scheduled their 
game towards the end of  
the season, or even the fi-
nal regular season game. 
This season, the two 
sides will square off  in 
Week 1, and it could go a 
long way for second-year 
head coach Aaron LaPoe 
and his players. If  they 
demonstrate their com-
petitive spirit and talent 
as a unit, this game could 
serve as an early wake-up 
call for the boys in Blacks-
ville, setting the tone for 
the entirety of  2025, re-
gardless of  the outcome.

September 5, 2025: 
Morgantown at  
Jefferson

Week 2 will present 
Morgantown with its first 
taste of  regular EPAC 
competition with a road 
trip to visit an always-tal-
ented Jefferson squad. 
MHS should be coming 
off  a win against Park-
ersburg from Week 1 and 

will have an early test to 
show what kind of  noise 
they can make in 2025.

September 5, 2025: 
University vs. 
Parkersburg South

The University Hawks 
will welcome Parkersburg 
South to Baker’s Ridge in 
Week 2 in a matchup that 
will be one to watch out 
for. Both teams are look-
ing to have bounce-back 
seasons after having a re-
cord of  4-7 (UHS) and 6-6 
(Parkersburg South), and 
this game is one each will 
have circled on the white-
board in the locker room. 

The Hawks can generate 
some positive momentum 
early with a victory.

October 3, 2025: 
Clay-Battelle vs. 
Meadow Bridge

Last season, the Cee-
Bees marched into Mead-
ow Bridge and walked 
away with an upset vic-
tory on the road against 
the No. 8-ranked Class 
A team. That makes this 
matchup in Blacksville 
one of  the most import-
ant games on the sched-
ule for LaPoe and his 
players, and if  they can 
pick up a victory to carry 

momentum into the lat-
ter half  of  the schedule, 
which seems to be slight-
ly more favorable for C-B.
October 3, 2025:  
Morgantown vs. 
Wheeling Park

In most sports, Morgan-
town and Wheeling Park 
are going to be an intense 
matchup. That may not 
be truer for another sport 
this season as it is for 
football. Wheeling Park 
returns record-breaking 
running back Brennan 
Wack and quarterback 
Jay Bordas this season. 
Wack was a first-team 
Class AAAA all-state se-

lection after rushing for 
over 2,000 yards in 2025, 
and the matchup between 
the MHS defensive line 
and the Wheeling Park 
front will be one to be 
locked in on. The winner 
of  this game could snatch 
some huge momentum 
heading into the second 
half  of  the schedule in the 
chase for playoff  security.

October 3, 2025: 
Preston vs. Woodrow 
Wilson

As Preston returns to 
Class AAAA and chases 
the playoffs, this is one 
of  those games that the 

Knights will have the 
chance to prove they be-
long. Woodrow Wilson 
was defeated by Morgan-
town in the opening round 
of  the Class AAAA play-
offs last season, but is tal-
ented and can put points 
on the board quickly. The 
Knights will enjoy this 
game at home this season 
and have the opportunity 
to win a game that many 
won’t expect them to.

October 24, 2025:  
University at Preston

Last season, Preston 
visited Baker’s Ridge and 
nearly returned to King-
wood with a massive vic-
tory over University. The 
Hawks eventually pre-
vailed in a 42-35 instant 
classic, but not before 
the Knights pushed them 
to their absolute limits. 
That result alone makes 
this game a must-watch. 
It could also go a long way 
when it comes to the Class 
AAAA playoff  picture.

October 31, 2025: 
Mohawk Bowl (Morgan-
town at University)

Morgantown has held 
the upper hand in the 
Mohawk Bowl in recent 
years. Winners of  the 
last three matchups, 
the Mohigans will head 
back to Baker’s Ridge 
to try and capture their 
fourth straight Mohawk 
Bowl trophy. I expect 
both teams to contend 
for spots in the top-8 of  
the Class AAAA playoffs, 
and the winner of  this 
game could very well end 
up winning the oppor-
tunity to host a game in 
the opening round. It’s 
always one to watch, but 
the 2025 Mohawk Bowl 
could end up being one 
of  the best we’ve seen in 
a while.

Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post

Morgantown High celebrated a 49-7 victory against rival University High last season.
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Check out The Dominion Post’s high 
school highlight reel in  Tuesday editions 

throughout the fall football season.

Catch up on team features, top 
photographs and player spotlights from 
Friday night football as The DP follows 

the action from week to week. 

Tuesday
High School Footbal Focus

in The Dominion Post 

For complete WVU and local high school football coverage, check 
out the Sports Bonanza online extra at dominionpost.com.

WVU FOOTBALL HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
• WVU game 

stories
• A column
• A feature or 

sidebar
• Big 12 standings
• Art
• Box scores
• A look ahead 

to next week’s 
opponent.

• Stories
• Photos
• Box Scores
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